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momentary superiority.'
"If the last sentence means anything,

it means a surprise attack. When those
words were written there was nothing
either in internatiop.:!! law or ii. the prac-
tice of nations to forbid an attack before
dt'claration of 'ar. (In K"7 the Hague
conference docrevd thnt a declaration of
war must be made before hosiliti. s; but
the signature 0' (Hermany to that article
did not prevent her from sowing mines
hefur declaration, the other day.

;

British Navy Ready First.
; "The plan of a surprise attack has al-- o

failed. We do not yet know that it was
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ably it is h.-- r intention -- radially to clear
the North Sea b ietror and iihina- -

ri tie and mining operations. But in a 1

the.s. branches of warfare thU c,.i:nliy
is iiuiueticai; v superior. I i i il H

. i : 1 1 1

su- - Is in clearing t!.c Nir'h S- a i cr
main fhet is inoperative. I:' -- ie -

d. her main ;' w :. j!d be i". .; p.
take action a'aint a gr-atl- ! i r

fore i uiiMM' interest it t;;at o- li

ictioii -- hoi:ll take place
iblo

German Navy Efficient.
In coinciding this summary of Bi

1 nav; 1 strength it will be well to k l!l

mind that th ihe Btitb "I ( o
man navies ate in a hi.-bl- ffi :r!t
clitic 11 and that the oifh ets oT :'. a )

men of great intelligence, fine sl.ill !.d

is p ienomenai. and stnend it go into a."
tion with auy ,.f its sea , ; . i i

cert tin to ui4 a good ac- - o n. !

I he insistencies .;f fair I ';a .p" (I 1. 1

that this m.. .nM be s-i- d.

MUKMiTii or tiii: nrrrisji M:
tiik ;j;itu w 11. 1:1: 1 .

ititiTiMi i i.i:i:r.
Fifettive slrentii ..t' niy at t ;.e

Iiio-tneu- ; whcii war was i- .

S'lI- - battle sbij 1(1

Supep-dr- . aiiricgljt o attic cr.,;v

I ic.i inoi.ght 1. it t '1 Iu
I ro oliioiigl.t bat;!- - !

Total ilread.r 'ii.'hts
(.Three more Mip.-r-.lreai-io-i-i.-

are near conpi.tion. an i ar
du" to c. m:n ;ss.. ,u i.ii r. 1

Pre-dr- e idi:'Ught
'oW.'iiUt ships all co;;o
tw n U0r. a:al l!- -.

BY
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x r i 1 tin' r:i-- i

arrnirs !:!-- -

W , iT Mii.'Ml at th m"- -

merit f'T war in-niai- nl

i

I for tho i ?

U-u- of icitionnl in- - '

tt srity. Mnro tiian
twenty ntiliions of
: world's yan?
jn;iniHxi ar'traiin--

au-- J lu'i i na.ly ior war, the war tliat at-a- j

thr-:ttfiLs- . and tLo world's fl;es
in lnd- - thirty-fiv- o hundred vrspls of
jurying izt, enfrsry anvl potentialities of

l'trutiou.
th rarinnt ifw.x of eiporbi.

tl. battlf .hip is titi 'hi- - arbiter uf th

'. More drt'adnoughL.v than subma-

rines ;ir- - bins hpMilt. and yet from twonty
to thirty ;ubnurinps can b obtuinetl for
rjio pri o of on' lr.idnou?ht. Ther
cro.it units of n n v a 1 warfare cost from
$10.t00.'") to $l.",fn,0x) each, battle
thips and bitth' cruisers alike, and
cruisers frr.m $1..VKMK) to .2.."

(Ire-a-t l?ritain"s present navy is the
jrrfatr-s- t apreffation of sea strentli Uie
world has ever known, thousrh relatively
it i. not , lar as when its standard
of .si power w jis at least a certain supc-ririt- y

to the navies of auy two other na-tio- ns

ni!ined. W hen the present war
; i r U our lermany navy v .15 nsstimed
t. h.m' -- ixt.v per nt of the strength

,.-vNtd by that of ireat Uritain
i!:.Mh in thi sme faetors. notald.v that

f rotative un jwiwor. were overestiiuat- -

As irniif f tlii- - li-- r ':d an offiial
ii 11 :iiT;i tion of tlx- - latest main bat

I h:ivi vt mis mounted in the Brit-
ish navy ;ir.- - l.'I.o inch, firi" 1 projeetile
" 1. p uir.u-- . There ai -- 4 of them
hi :lo fU- - i in ii.iine uau-r- s in.bat-- 1

' snips :i 1 u t "J in battle eruisers. The
.ai'--- t :u mounted in the (Jerinan
ny ;uv H' inh. firing a projectile of

pounds. There are Jes ,t them in coui-- l
1 tod ship. ail battle ships, the battle

niix-i- v hav in; uly 1 piins."
The main dependence of the British

ujpire is its v- -a power, and this exists
"or roe main purpose -- "comrr.and of the

a in war." 'l'lii.-- on-- e seeiird that is.
ts partl'iil.ir enemy or enemies Win?
.ale1 in home jorts or shorn of sea
.ruer - the navy can easily protect Ilrit-- h

eenunorre, keei ivn tlie lines of
t ornmunitMtion betwe'n the different
action. of th? empire and prevent in-iRsi-

of British territory.

Great Britain's Sea Power.
What, then, popularly described, is the

xwer tli at (Ireat T.ritain had at its
d is potation, whrai war was declared?
And what jjenerallj' are the character
and number of the units assembh-- d in

he main fleets, the detached squadrons
anil divisions? First of all in im-rrtane- i?

is the battle yhip. and this is
the outgrowth of proved nexMl. In old
i.iys sea fiirhtin was more or le;s ff a
haphazard effort, when the individual
pvsay was often the determining factor.
Iut as onl'T was evolved out of chaos ,

in naval tactics, notably in the. Dutch
war with Knlaud. the practice skw!y
catherol strength of fihtin in a com-;!i- 1

,.r clo l;auled array, the ships
'in- - rancl in line ahead that i. each

'U eesli fihrji follow ing in the wake of
the tiet ah-ad- . as to ive free play
to jtuiu rurn'si mainly on the broad-.iH- e.

Kor purposes of mutual supp.rt
the ships wore i!iped as elosely to
one another, ahad and astern, as was
ornpatih'e with individual freedom of

rvohuion :inl manoeuvre. This disposi-
tion :aisari'.y invoivNi the elusira
from the lin. . f battle ,.f nil vessels
b a average or standard of
fidian ship. Honee tho main fiphtinc
for os 1 a me in t:!:i to )u coinp"ed en-

tirely of "syiip fit to !io in a line." or
'Vapita! hip." a t".o-- re f reiuen;ly
:'.'.sj. Finally t!n-- sn:.'rior craft w "re

knovwi as "line of tattle ships." "ships
ttio line." and at 'as! as 'battle

!. !." as they are known in this era.
11 j.tol for nihcr ami lighter ships

u;is p. apparent, norai.'.y for the
eolioctiort and tra!is!i;ix;,n ,f inteiii- -

gence Su'di cruising vS.'- Lr-- m
i.e and character from f.-- frigates to

(T'::vTn, destroyers and scouts, and
f.r.a'.y incluj d n b.ittlc cruisers
o i.i.ivilv anntil and armored a be
j;.iMe of t.Air.z p'ace on occupier in

Lr- - of Tl.e immc diiti st:;.p,-rt-

of the torpe('o enft that have enough, en-durx- g

:oli;ry to keep the sea are cri is-e- r

dNpr,-e,- l tmfible dl-t.in'- es in the
rear. thy m turn b ing supp-orte- d by

wc ewi . cordon or patrols of cruisers

increTtsinj; iu size arnl power until we
come to the battle flev ;, the concen-
trated nucleus, the moying base of the
whole organization.

Some authorities do not favor the
battle cruiser, but it Las great fishtin
qualities, can push home a reconnois-sance- ,

can hold up the laggards in a
chase and thus bring on .1 desired gen-

eral action, and. owing to its superior
speed, it' can bo ready as a fast wing of
the main fleet and furnish a ready
weapon for concentration on an enemy's
line where such additional weight might
determine victory. The functions of
other auxiliary ships uiv explained by
their names, but it must be kept in mind
that, other things being equal, the bigger
the hip the better it is as an instru-
mentality of war. Moreover, for tactical
realms it is not expedient to lengthen
unduly the line of battle, and here again
exists the manifest advantage of concen-
trating offensive power, as fur as ma
be, in single units.

After all predictions to the eortrary,
war did not come a.s a bolt out of the blue
either to J Teat Britain or to (lennany.
With (Ireat Britain this preparedness is
attributable to the fact that the inspec-
tion at Portsmouth by the King had ft

the fleet in a state of satisfactory mo-

bilization, boih as to the active ion .- -s

and to the reserves that had r. .
!

to the call. Ships were in fighting
tion and 1 rows were available ,, man
thern all. iJcmiany vas also fortunate
in that fully ore-thir- d of her active per-oniiel--a- ud

these next to petty officers
L'enettslly included the best trailed and
most skilled men of her crew were
still on shipboard, us their discharge into
the reserve was Hot due until October
next. Supplementing this practically all
the (Herman navy except one battle
cruiser, two armored cruisers and a few
cruisers, gunboats and destroyers, was
concentrated in northern waters.

Location of Fleets.
After the inspection at Spithead, the

Boads of Portsmouth, the first fleet
was concentrated at Portland, the sec-

ond fleet was in its various home ports,
and, thanks to the experimental mobiliza-
tion of inspection, the ships of the
third fleet were manned with surpris
iiiR smoothness ami jspeeJ when tie
secoud call was made. The first fleet,
after completing the consumable stores,
flipped out of Portland Harbor and. ex-

cept for busy rumor and the fact that a
(Herman mine Inyer has been destroyed,
that the cruiser Amphion has been sunk
by an anchored mine and that a recoa-nais.in.- v

in force to the Bi'ht of Heligo-
land has been suoccsHful, the veil of
secrecy shrouding its movements has not
been lifted from that day tc thi.. It is
known that "the command of the sea"
lias been established in and around the
North Sea, that a number of army corps-hav-

been speedily and safely trans-
ported to the Continent, that coastwise
traffic is proceeding in apparent sex-uri-

ty

and that the highways and byways in
sea and oversea ;re Wnz policed in the
interests of commerce.

The (Herman forces have on the other
hand taken up the n.le of "a fleet in be-

ing" and are probably lying Ntwevn
Wilhelm-havo- n and Borkum. the mouth
of the Kibe and Heligoland, the battle
ships. large cruisers and submarines at
ain hor inshore and the light cruisers and
destroyers, aided by air machines, form-
ing an extended sierven of watchfulness,
scouting and lockout.

Now that the wai i u on it may be
asked. What has the navy done; This
may perhaps be best answered in an
extract from an Knglish editorial ou the
subject : "No one in Kcgland now asks
'What i the navy doing'; Its greatest
triumph, worth uv re to us than many
naval battles. i that it has sent the
(Herman fleet into port. and. having
either cap: .red r driveu off the sea ali
(Herman merchant has siven us a
feeling of security . de?p that some of
us 4 an hardly yet realize that we are
almost within earshot of the cannon.
But for our sib-n- t but all-powerf- ul

r;ay we sh.a!d not have an
abundance of fo.1 at prices little higher
than in pice tirae. and in many cases
.actually 1oa,t than prices of roughly a
d."ade or t ; ago. Financial and ceo--
nomie cocditiocs er pretty bad a few
days aco. Had our navy not ben ready
and steady and string we could not hsve

- it

...Hestroyers. to 25!-- i knots
(lSrj;M011 22$

Tonlo boats, 20 to 20 kjyts
(1SN5-K-i 100

Submarines, frorn ,C00 to 2fX

toiu, sjwed from 20 to 11J
knots surface, 12 to 7 kuct
submerp-- d (UOI-1013- ). .

Mine layers 7

Repair shijs S

Not all of tlioe ships er AraHikl r
service in home waters, bat, whether ia
Kurope or at the other side of t5 worW,
ail are takinr part in the strcg; fr
the command of the wi,

GliRMA.N FLIXT.
Suir-lreadnou?h- ts (3 building) Nook
I b--ea drought tattle ship.... 15
Dreadnought battle cruisers. 5

IS
(Two other battle "gaips do

to commissi this year xt
probably ready.)
Pre-dreadnoug-

Ut battHo skip
(l'Ol-ll-es- )

Oil cnst defence bsttle .ship-(1S- 0

IXC)
Armored cruisers; (lJOT-lfOO- ).

.i to I.Vam tuns, 2Hj to
VJ knots

Big proteted enjirs
i;10 tens, VJ knot ..

2J knot crui.sers 11U-1L- 1,

,;. m ) to 7t.X) tons
31

Small cruisers 21 (KVO
P.MUi 12

Iest.-,ye-rs 1 ?A to
2 kr.otc - 132

Tori -- do boats lvsT-lSr- . 25
t.. 22 knots 45

S".bm.irins al-- ut evjrtal to
British in sia and sj e,j. . . . 30 to 40

Mine layers 2

The iron Duke,"
Flcxjgship of Grex"t
BriiCkiris Home Fleet.

have worked wonders in a crisis which ; material, by the capacity and discipline
when it was sprung upon us terrified of the men. (''.ireful preparation permit-responsibl- e

men, who could see how the j ting rapid mobilization can insure a

I even attemptel; probably it was not. m.-M- . useful exjieriem-e- . Ti growtlt o
; What little is known goes to show that the (Herman navy, its tie f;-o:- ,i nothh;:
; the British navy was ready before the to s,.,-,.,ii- jdac- - among ti"- - sea. lV.w.,-- 1
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whole commercial machinery might col-

lapse, but could not perceive how dis-

aster could be averted."
Well, the navy seems to have averted it.
Apparently there has never been any

secret about (lerinany's proposed naval
strategy and campaign, in the event of
war with (Hreat Britain. The Beichs
Marine Ajnt. or War Staff of the (He-
rman Admiralty, long ago, when its navy
was in the earliest sUges of its creation,
declared that its plans were based on
two assumptions; first, that (Hreat Brit- -

ain its probable adversary could be
defeated in detail, because its naval
forces would le dispersed, or if concen-

trated the result would be (Hreat Brit-
ain's loss of supremacy at sea.

German Admiral's Opinion.
The naval correspondent of a Brmh

.
journa! comments on uicm; a.vmu
as fidiows:

"The firt hypothesis, then, is disper- -

sion. lrnt-- s have cvurred otherwise.
Instead of diversion there is

unsound. The deft at of tho Kussian
navy by the Japanese navy did not leave
Japan in a weakened 'position in the
world.

"Ffn.n the publication of the Navy act
of P.M.) Admiral von der (Ho'u..a former
Chief of the (Herman Admiral (War

' Staff, wrote an explanatory esay on the
j subject. He obs. nei that war with

Kngland was far from improbable, and
that it was the business of (Hermany to

. prepare for it. Id the eent of the I'rit- -

! ih frces being concentrated in hotn?
j waters Admiral von d' r (Hdfz consider!

orni'.in navy.
..Altark in ,,.tai, or .iLsje-r-a- l of fon es

, has f.iil(; sunrii. has faill.,K ((Iltn ry
to ,;,.Ilun exp.Ttation. the British navy
N not Qny tumvillrau,, in Ilo:no wal, .p,.

; !jut has t.n:i.r t(, .(n, fr liu. lr:lll,.
j fo, u.s Th(i .lllullM.!lt ,ry K;IlM.ri.,rity-

-

has

!;as achi veil is a permanent inferiority.
IVr iu the event of a g. ucral flee action
in which the British fleet was victorious,
though weakened, this .ountry would
still have a sufficient navy to hold her
own. whertas (Hermany would a vc
nothing left.

"Her iuitial ass.imptions having Nroi-- . n

down. ( Hernia nv has had recourse to the
strategy of attempting to reduce th
British fleet by destroy t-- and submarine
attack. H?r object i. of course, to
gink by these means as oiany ships of
the line as possible. But as that inten- -

tion is known, it is r.ot lik'ly that the
endeavor will ueeed. Again. pre!tm

kept business going. The govern iiK-nt- . tliat 'numeri'al inferiority can he 00m-financier- s.

business men and the publi- - J pensatsl by effi ietM y. by eifellen e of
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